
See you at our next meeting!

Alice Alford, President

One of my least favorite 
things to do is write an   
article.  I have tried my best 
to do this each month since 
Sharon has been editor.  I 
believe we all should have 
free passes.  

Well, I am taking my free 
pass this month.  Nothing is 
pressing on my mind to write 
about so just sit back and 
enjoy the rest of the news-
letter.  

Sharon does such a good job 
nothing I could say will be 
missed!

President’s Message

Special Information:

Our next scheduled busi-
ness meeting is Tuesday  
April 6th, 2010 at 
7:30pm. The Board 
meets from 6-7pm prior 
to the business meeting.

The CKCSCGA conducts 
monthly business meet-
ings at the Doubletree 
Hotel Atlanta NE/ North-
lake located at:

4156 LaVista Road, 
Tucker GA 30084 
770.938.1026

Interested in            
MEMBERSHIP??         
Contact Sue Hardwick at 
shardwi@bellsouth.net

Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel Club Of Greater 
Atlanta
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Educational Grooming Session Held

On Sunday, March 14, the At-
lanta Cavalier Meetup group 
attended a grooming workshop 
held at Sharon & Jim Utych’s 
house. Sue Hardwick demon-
strated to the group how to 
groom your cavalier when you 
are “in between” baths at the 
groomers. Three cavaliers 
modeled for the group as Sue 
demonstrated how to comb out 
mats and knots, trim between 
pads, how to clean ears, brush 

bodies, etc. We also learned the 
best grooming tools, combs and 
brushes to use on our cavaliers 
as well as shampoos and condi-
tioners. 
About 10 members of the meetup 
group attended. All asked LOTS 
of questions and had specific 
concerns addressed for their 
cavalier. Sue did a fantastic job 
and everyone learned some very 
valuable grooming tips. Everyone 
was glad to be learning from an 

“insider” on how they could 
groom their beloved cavaliers. 



Thanks to everyone who 
took the time to complete 
the recent survey about the 
Cavalier Chronicle that was 
emailed to all members.

Out of 76 member email 
addresses, we had 22 re-
sponses for a 28.9% re-
sponse rate. 

There were 4 questions per-
taining directly to the Cava-
lier Chronicle and one fun 
question. 

On the following pages, you 
can read the details of the 
survey results. In analyzing 
the results, the sections that 
are currently the favorites 
are 1—Pictures of Events, 2–
General Articles and 3–
Funny Bones Pictures. 

Also, the respondants would 
like to see the following in 
the Cavalier Chronicle:

1 (Tie) - Breeder Spotlight 
and Dog Spotlight

2(Tie) - Letters to the Editor 
and Rescue Spotlight

3—Board Article (update by 
Board on board activities)

There were also several 
comments by members, 
which you can read on the 
following pages. 

In order to make this news-
letter YOUR newsletter, we 
need participation from you. 
If you like to see Funny 
Bones pictures, please send 
some in to be published! If 
you do not have a comment 
for the picture, just send me 
the pups name and I am sure 
we can come up with some-
thing!

Do you have pictures from 
shows outside the Atlanta 
area? Please send them in! 

Just let Sharon know the 
date and the KC holding the 
show! Everyone LOVES to see 
pictures of the people and 
pups at these events! 

Got whiff of an article that 
you think would be good to 
share with the membership? 
Send it in or send the link to 
it (if it is online) and Sharon 
will check it out to see if it 
can be reprinted!

In the coming months, you 
will see changes to the 
newsletter to try to incorpo-
rate what the readership 
wishes to read. One of the 
first items we will be insti-
tuting are the Letters to the 
Editor. Next month, the 
guidelines for submitting 
letters and content will be 
highlighted in the Cavalier 
Chronicle. 

 Treasurer’s Report

 Committee Reports

 Unfinished Business

 New Business

 Adjournment

 Brags 

Agenda

 Call Meeting to Order  

 Welcome Visitors

 Minutes of Previous    
Meeting Read

 President’s Report

 Secretary’s Report

 Speaker

The CKCSCGA Executive Board 
meets from 6-7pm prior to 
the regular business meeting.

Social time is from 7-7:30 pm

Regular business meeting 
starts promptly at 7:30pm 
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CKCSCGA Regular Business Meeting Agenda— April 6,  2010

Cavalier Chronicle Survey Results

“One dog barks 

at something, the 

rest bark at him” 

- Chinese 

Proverb
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Cavalier Chronicle Detailed Results (from 22 respondants)

1. Do you read the Cavalier Chronicle each month? - 22 responded

2. Currently, what are your favorite sections of the Cavalier Chronicle (select 3) - 22 responded

3.  Would you like to see any of the following in the Cavalier Chronicle?

Response Choice Percentage Responsc Count

Yes 95.5% 21

No 0% 0

Sometimes, not every month 4.5% 1

Response Choice Percentage Response Count

Brags 31.8% 7

Funny Bones Pictures 54.5% 12

General Articles 72.7% 16

Minutes of the Meetings 18.2% 4

Pictures of Events 90.9% 20

Puzzles 4.5% 1

Recipes 9.1% 2

Other 0% 0

Reponse Choice Yes Percentage No Percentage Yes Count No Count Total           
Responded

Breeder Highlight 88.9% 11.1% 16 2 18

Board Article (update by 
Board)

100% 0% 14 0 14

Dog Highlight 88.9% 11.1% 16 2 18

Free Member Ads 80.8 20.0% 8 2 10

Letters to the Editor 94.1% 5.9% 16 1 17

National Club News 91.7% 8.3% 11 1 12

Other Regional Club News 83.3% 16.7% 10 2 12

Rescue Spotlight 100% 0% 17 0 17

Other See Notes
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Cavalier Chronicle Detailed Results (from 22 respondants) continued

3. Other responses for articles (2):
 Articles that are for people that don’t breed or show
 Helpful hints from all—best practices for flea preventative, food ideas, grooming ideas, etc.

4. On a scale of 1 – 5, with 5 being “Best In Show”, how would you currently rate the Cavalier Chronicle 
publication? (22 responded)

Comments to Question 4:
 More articles for non show and breed people (Rating of 3)
 I don’t know any way you could improve on this. I think you do a great job (Rating of 5)
 You do an incredible job and I appreciate your hard work so much (Rating of 5)
 The newsletter is great, Sharon. A lot of hard work goes into the production of that 

newsletter and my hat is off to your on taking on that project. It is informative, brings 
us all together, gives us information about upcoming shows and events, as well as past 
ones. And photos and items with sense of humor are great. We all enjoy each other and 
love our dogs. Thanks to what you do. (Rating of 5)

5. Just for fun, what is your favorite color of cavalier? (22 responded)

Response Choice Percentage Response Count Left Comment

1 4.5% 1 0

2 0% 0 0

3 9.1% 2 1

4 27.3% 6 0

5 59.1% 13 3

Response Choice Percentage Response Count

Blenheim 31.8% 7

Tri Color 13.6% 3

Black and Tan 4.5% 1

Ruby 0% 0

Can’t decide, love them all! 50% 11
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Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club of Greater         
Atlanta Brags

Jennifer Wehking (St Jon Cavaliers) is bragging on St Jon Short Circuit (Sparks)
Sparks took a 5 point major from the BBE class on 2/5/10 at the Sawnee Mountain 
Kennel Club show. Younger brother from a repeat breeding took Best Junior Puppy
In Sweeps at the Specialty on 2/4/10

Got a brag? Share it with everyone through the Cavalier Chronicle! Send your brags to Sharon Utych 
(utych@earthlink.net) and remember to include the following information:

 Name of dog & call name
 Date of win
 Kennel Club show name
 Type of win
 Any breeder/owner/handler/judge information you wish to include
 A picture you wish to include (not required)



Kibbles N Bits
Club Contact Information

Sunshine:
If you know of a member who has been ill, suffered a family loss, celebrated 
a birth, marriage, etc. or JUST NEEDS CHEERING UP from the Club, please 
notify Maureen Miles at 770-460-9197 or mvmiles@bellsouth.net

Change of Information:
If you have a change in address, phone/mobile number or email address, 
please contact Sue Hardwick at shardwi@bellsouth.net

Breeder Referral:
Please send all changes, corrections or additions to your breeder referral 
listing on the Club website to Vickie Herring at ckcscga@aol.com

Georgia Coalition of Dog Clubs Inc

This is a watchdog group which our Club supports. Given the ever increasing anti-
breeder legislation that is happening on a nationwide basis, we all need to stay 
informed.  Keep up with what is happening in Georgia by visiting their  website!  
www. georgiacaninecoalition.org 

Member News

Congrats to Holly Majka on assuming the role of Regional Rescue      
Director over District 4 which includes AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, MS, SC. Some 
of these states are not under the ACKCSC Rescue umbrella but are still 
in District 4. Thanks to Jennifer Wehking for all her work during the time 
she had held this position.
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Dog Park Safety Tips

Going off leash? Be on guard. Off leash parks are becoming 
increasingly popular and for good reason: they’re a great 
place to let your dog run around, play and socialize! But keep 
in mind, dogs will be dogs-which is why owners need to be 
extra vigilant about common dog park-related injuries.

1. Sprains—playful, excitable dogs are prone to accidents at 
the park-they can trip in a hole while running or play too 
enthusiastically with a pal, resulting in sprained joints.

2. Lacerations—Sometimes even the friendliest wresting 
match between dogs can turn into a tussle. Cuts & 
scratches are common dog park injuries, so keep your 
pooch away from aggressive dogs and look out for for-
eign objects like fallen branches.

3. Toxins—Beware of any chemicals used by the park, like 
fertilizers, snail bait or pesticides. If you suspect that 
your dog has been in an area where chemicals treat-
ments have been used, clean his feet and legs thoroughly 
with soap and water and watch carefully for signs of ex-
posure.

4. Invaders– Regular flea and tick preventive treatment is 
critical for every dog. Also, be a good park citizen by 
picking up after your dog. Internal parasites, viruses and 
bacteria can be easily transmitted by contact with fecal 
matter from other dogs. 

5. Overheating—No matter what time of year, always have 
plenty of water on hand to quench your dog’s thirst and 

prevent overheating. Be sure to take frequent water breaks so 
your dog can stay hydrated. If your dog shows signs of any 
overheating, such as excessive panting, vomiting or sluggish-
ness, contact a veterinarian immediately

Info from VPI Pet Insurance



FUNNY BONES!!!
Ok all you CKCSC of Greater ATL members! You have got to have some pictures that you want to share with the group! Action shots, funny pictures, pic-
tures that make you go AWWWW….you know what I mean! They can even be of your (dare I say it??) non-cavalier pets!! Just email a quality digital photo-
graph with a short description to Sharon Onorato Utych at Utych@earthlink.net! We can’t wait to see them!!! Thanks to our contributors...

Skye (left) and Finn

Well what do you know??? The Cavalier Chronicle 
did not receive a single Funny Bones picture this 
month! So, for this month, let’s have a CONTEST 
and see who can come up the best caption for 
this picture???? 

What will you win?? Well, absolutely NOTHING! 
NADA! Just bragging rights and your caption and 
name published in next month’s Chronicle. 

Email your captions to:
Utych@earthlink.net with the subject line:
CAVALIER CHRONICLE CAPTION CONTEST!

Deadline is April 1st & judges choice is FINAL!!
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Does your dog have 
dry, flaky skin?

Here’s the home remedy 
that worked for me by 
Mark Fitchpatrick

Not long ago I noticed that 
all of my dogs were develop-
ing a dry coat and skin.  They 
were all scratching and their 
coats were thinning.  I knew 
that there was not a flea 
problem and I had not 
changed their diet, so allergy 
did not sound like the culprit.

After discussing the prob-
lem with several fellow club 
members and some of my 
own on-line research I dis-
covered the answer to the 
problem.  As we leave warm 
weather and turn on the heat 
most of us know that our 
own skin can become dry.  I 
thought, “If my skin gets dry 

With the gas heat, the dogs 
were reacting to the dry air 
inside the house.  If you have 
been having the same problem, 
give olive oil a try.  You will be 
amazed by how well and how 
quickly it works. 

Remember to ALWAYS run any 
home remedy by your vet!!
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Home Remedies—Have You Tried Olive Oil?

…”I thought, if my 
skin gets dry in the 
winter it makes 
sense that the 
dogs’ skin would 
also get dry”….

Floor Nominations for May Elections Take Place at the April Meeting!

All regular (voting) mem-
bers should plan on attend-
ing our Annual meeting in 
May as the election for the 
Officers and Board mem-
bers will take place during 
this meeting. Additional 
nominations from the floor 
need to be made at the April 
meeting by any voting  
member in attendance as 
they will not be accepted 

from the floor at the May 
meeting. The person being 
nominated from the floor-
should also not decline when 
their name is proposed and if 
the proposed candidate is 
not in attendance, the      
proposer shall present to the 
Corresponding Secretary a 
written statement from the 
proposed candidate signify-

ing willingness to be a candi-
date. 
Remember, no person may be 
a candidate for more than 
one position. 

Questions? Check out Article 
IV, Section 4 of our Club’s 
bylaws on our website 
(www.ckscatlanta.org)

in the winter it makes sense 
that the dogs’ skin would also 
get dry.” 

I found the most wonderful 
home remedy for the problem…
Olive Oil!  We all have known the 
health benefits of olive oil for 
years.  I started adding one 
teaspoon of olive oil to each 
dog’s bowl of food one meal per 
day.  What a difference the 
olive oil has made; I saw a 
change within 5 days.  

My dogs’ coats have returned 
to their thick and shiny state.  I 
can not recommend this rem-
edy enough!  All of my dogs love 
it.  They love the taste and con-
sider it a special treat.  

I find that my dogs spend a lot 
of time indoors during the win-
ter months
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Did you know that your favorite 
friend can  become a good citi-
zen ? The AKC has a national pro-
gram called the AKC Canine Good 
Citizen Program and  the program 
is designed to recognize dogs 
who have good manners at home 
and in the community. All dogs 
who pass the 10 step test will be 
awarded a CGC test may receive 
a certificate from the AKC.

You can either teach your dog at 
home or enroll into a  basic learn-
ing class or a class taught by a 
CGC instructor .

Once your dog is ready to be 
tested, you can find evaluators at 
local AKC dog shows, , some 
training  classes, at a number of 
pet super stores, or dog events.  
All of the exercises are completed 
on a leash. To find an evaluator 
near you,  visit the AKC.org web-
site and check out the CGC sec-
tion.

What are the 10 skills needed by 
all CGC dogs?

Test 1: Accepting a friendly 
stranger

The dog will allow a friendly 
stranger to approach it and speak 
to the handler in a natural, every-
day situation.

Test 2: Sitting politely for    
petting.

The dog will allow a friendly 
stranger to pet it while it is out 

with it’s handler.

Test 3:  Appearance and 
grooming.

The dog will welcome being 
groomed and examined and will 
permit someone, such as a vet, 
groomer or friend of the owner, 
to do so.

Test 4: Out for a walk (walking 
on a loose lead)

The handler/dog team will take a 
short “walk” to show that the 
dog is in control while walking on 
the leash.

Test 5: Walking through a 
crowd.

The dog and handler walk around 
and pass close to several people 
(at least 3),  to demonstrate that 
the dog can move about politely 
in pedestrian traffic and is un-
der control in public places.

Test 6: Sit and down on com-
mand and staying in place.

The dog will respond to the han-
dler’s commands to 1) sit, 2) 
down and will 3) remain in the 
place commanded by the handler 
(or sit down position, whichever 
handler prefers)

Test 7: Coming when called by 
the handler. 

The dog will come when called by 
the handler.  The handler will 

Is  Your Dog an Good Cit izen?

Test 8: Reaction to      
another dog.

To demonstrate that the dog 
can behave politely around 
other dogs, two handlers and 
their dogs approach each 
other from a distance of 
about 20 feet, stop, shake 
hands and exchange pleas-
antries and continue on for 
about 10 feet.

Test 9: Reaction to       
distraction.

To demonstrate the dog is 
confident when faced with 
common distracting situa-
tions, the evaluator will se-
lect and present two distrac-
tions. Examples of distrac-
tions include dropping a 
chair, rolling a crate dolly 
past the dog, having a jogger 
run in front of the dog, or 
dropping a crutch or cane. 

Test 10: Supervised     
separation

This test demonstrates that 
a dog can be left with a 
trusted person, if necessary, 
and will maintain training and 
good manners. The owner 
will go out of sight for three 
minutes. 

You will need to bring your 
dog’s brush or comb to the 
test. Dogs must wear a 
buckle or slip collar for the 
test. 

I want to be a Canine Good 
Citizen too!!

“...the AKC has a 
national 
program..designed 
to recognize dogs 
who have good 
manners at home 
and in the 
community..”
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Our March Speaker is  Reschedule for the April  Meeting

Elizabeth & AMDAMAS  Ricochet

Please join us at our April 
meeting where we are fortu-
nate to have Elizabeth Barrett 
as our speaker. Elizabeth was 
rescheduled due as our 
March meeting was cancelled 
due to snow!

Elizabeth Barrett began 
showing dogs in conforma-
tion, obedience and later 
agility, in 1991 with the   pur-
chase of a black male Do-
berman. That dog went on to 
become the second male in 
the history of the breed to 
obtain the AKC’s Master 
Agility Championship.  He 
was also one of four dogs 
that Elizabeth has handled 
into the Doberman Pinscher 
Club of America’s (DPCA) 
Top 20 Agility rankings.

In addition to handling  mul-
tiple breeds to Top 10 con-
formation status, she has 
breeder/handled     several 

Dobermans to their AKC 
championship,        obedi-
ence and agility titles.  She 
handled the 2007 DPCA 
National Best of Winners in 
a class entry of over 225 
dogs and bitches, and has 
successfully handled dogs 
from five of the seven AKC 
groups.  In 2009 she was 
asked to judge the DPCA’s 
Top 20 Conformation Event.

Elizabeth has regularly 
been featured as an agility 
and physical therapy col-
umnist in the Doberman 
Digest, has been reprinted 
in Front and Finish, and is 
featured as a contributing 
author in the to Bob and Pat 
Hastings' Puppy Puzzle
video-- Another Piece of 
the Puzzle: Puppy Develop-
ment.  She co-authored a 
three hour presentation on 
Pain Management with an 

Emphasis on the Geriatric 
Patient for the 2009     
conference of the American 
Holistic Veterinary Medical 
Association.

Elizabeth Barrett was      
certified in canine massage 
therapy in 2002 and   
graduated with honors as a 
Registered Veterinary 
Technician.  
Certified by the University 
of Tennessee College of 
Veterinary Medicine and 
Physical Therapy, she   
manages Caring Canine 
Rehabilitation Center in 
Stone Mountain, Georgia as 
well as working at their 
satellite office, Loving 
Touch Animal Wellness and 
Fitness Center in Midtown 
Atlanta.

Did you know…..????

That there is a facebook group called “Just Cavaliers-CKCS Owners Support Group” that you become a “fan” 
of to share your knowledge and experience on raising a cavalier? And also there are “Plush Puppy” and “Isle 
of Dogs” fan pages on Facebook?



The 1st annual “Walk 4 Paws” is 
being held on April 24th at the 
lower field of the Wills Park 
Equestrian Center in Alpharetta, 
GA. The walk begins at 9am and 
registration will be at 8:00am. 
You may also pre-register walk-
ers by visiting the website, 
www.walk4paws.net and com-
pleting the registration form. 
Can’t attend? You can be a vir-
tual walker too! This is a 1.5 mile 
walk with your dog to raise 
money for canine cancer re-

search. All proceeds benefit the 
UGA Dept of Pathology’s Tumor 
Bank research initative. If you 
ever have had a pooch that had 
contracted cancer, you know 
how deadly and debilitating this 
disease is to animals. 

Representatives of the UGA 
Dept of Pathology will be at the 
event to answer any questions 
and there will be vendors at the 
event who have sponsored a 
“fire hydrant” for canine can-

cer.  Raffles from donors, a cos-
tume contest and drippin drool 
contest will also be held.

If you would like to participate or 
learn more about the event, 
please visit the website or contact 
the event chair, Lizbeth Grall at 
678.762.7729  

You can also follow Walk4Paws 
on Facebook, where they honor a 
cavalier, Milou, who just su-
cummed to intestinal cancer.

Treasurer:  Vickie Herring     
(H) 678-284-0086 (email): 
ckcscga@aol.com

Directors:

Sonya Thompson                     
(H): 770-463-3753 (email): 
Kingswaycavalier@aol.com

Linda Whitmire                        
(H): 770-929-0234 (email): 
bandbmarine@bellsouth.net

President:  Alice Alford          
(H): 706-468-2595 (email): 
Jonboy5@msn.com

Vice President: Paula Ayers 
(M): 706-597-4138 (email):  
playerscav@aol.com

Secretary:  Sue Hardwick     
(H): 404-627-2730 (email): 
shardwi@bellsouth.net          

                                        

Kay-C Phipps (H): 770-987-8696 
(email): Okay111@bellsouth.net

Program Committee—Sue Hardwick (chair); Member Alice Alford

Education / Publicity Committee—Sue Hardwick (chair)

Rescue Committee—Holly Majka & Sonya Thompson 

Judges Selection Committee—Paula Ayers (chair); Members Linda Whitmire & Vickie Herring

Show Committee—Carol Lesley (chair); Alice Alford (assistant chair)

Sunshine Committee—Maureen Miles          Club Historian—Mark Fitchpatrick     

Membership Committee— Holly Majka         Webmaster—Sonya Thompson

Social Committee– Linda Whitmire (chair); Member Mark Fitchpatrick   

We are always looking for ideas for programs & fundraiser or suggestions to make our club more successful! 
Please do not hesitate to contact any officer, board or committee member with your suggestions or if you would 
like to join a committee!
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Walk 4 Paws—Dog Walk benefit ing UGA College of Vet Medicine
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Atlanta Metro Pet Owners!! Please be aware of this law that is in effect in the City of Atlanta. It is being 
actively monitored by the Atlanta Police Department (APD) and you will be fined if you are caught in vio-
lation of the ordinance! These signs are posted about the City and there even was a TV news segment on 
this ordinance.
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.

loma. Very big words—well, for 
me that means a strict hypoal-
lergenic diet and steriod pills 
every other day. Did it work? 
Boy howdy, did it work! The boy 
is bouncing with energy, doesn’t 
gnaw at his skin and basically is 
a new dog! We are pleased with 
his progress under his internal 
specialist. 

Then came February and Skye 
and Finn’s 2nd birthday. They 
each got a homemade carob 
cupcake with whole wheat flour 
and I made sure that the protein 
content was low. Skye went nuts 
over his treat and only had 2 
bites. But it did him in. For 3 
days afterward, he was lethar-
gic and his soft palette was 
bothering him. Uh-oh, but it was 
ONLY 2 small bites. He recov-
ered fine but just that small bit 

I have to say I have been learn-
ing a lot about how food impacts 
my boy Skye’s health. When 
Skye first came home, we 
thought he just was nervous 
and shy and that is why he bit 
his skin all the time. Well, we got 
him where he was not so much 
of a shy Skye and we noticed 
that he never had the energy 
Finn had. We just thought he 
was a low key kind of guy.  He 
ended up at the vet’s quite fre-
quently for ear issues, bacterial 
infections, worms, you name it, 
this boy brought it home! We 
finally got Skye diagnosed in 
late November AFTER treating 
symptoms and not the cause at 
our GP vet. That was almost a 
year to the day of having him 
come take over our hearts. 
Skye has eosinophilic granu-

made him relaspe.  

The point to this month’s Editor 
Note? Listen and learn from 
your cavaliers. It is always not 
just a “food allergy” or “just an 
ear infection”. Keep looking for 
the underlying issues and don’t 
give up. Just like people, get a 
second opinion. Remember, you 
are their voices to a vet and 
what you tell them may affect 
how they examine your baby. 
And FOLLOW the program. We 
thought a little bit would not 
make a difference but it did! 

Until next month,

Sharon Onorato Utych

Editor’s  Note

Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
Club of Greater Atlanta

Find us on line for all the 
latest at  CKSCGA !! Visit us 
at www.ckcscatlanta.org

“Proud to be the 2nd CKCSC to 
become licensed by the AKC”

.
We are a sanctioned breed specialty club and 
licensed by the AKC to conduct dog shows 
and matches. We maintain membership in 
the American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
Club, the ACKCSC, which is the AKC Parent 
Club for the breed. The purpose of our Club 
is to protect and advance the interests of 
the breed by promoting quality breeding, 
sportsmanlike competition, and the         
education of both its members and the    
general public.

Our members range from experienced show 
competitors and breeders to first time pet 
owners, and we are the second Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel local specialty breed club to 
become licensed by the American Kennel 
Club.
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Wishing everyone a happy 
Easter holiday!


